How My Mother and Father Help Protect The Community
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Both my mother and father are members of the Hardwick Fire Department and have been for as long as I can remember.  Throughout the years, they have demonstrated so many acts of courage and have shown that fire fighters are real heroes.


One incident that I distinctly remember happened this past year during the fall.  My parents had just arrived at one of my high school’s biggest football games of the season when their pagers went off.  I wasn’t sitting by them so I didn’t hear the pagers, but when all of the fire fighters got up and started running to their cars I knew something was up.  As it turns out, one of my dad’s friends had gotten pinned under his tractor.  He was dead by the time they got there which was heart-breaking.  However, my parents and the other fire fighters managed to maintain their composure because they knew that if they were all crying when they had to tell his wife the news, it would be worse for her.  They told her, offered to call any relatives, and stayed for a while just to make sure she was alright.  Now I know this is part of their job, but I know I wouldn’t be able to handle a situation like this and that’s why I think this story demonstrates both their courage and heroism.  They didn’t have to stay and help the lady out, but they did because they know how hard it would be to lose a loved one.  This may not help the community as a whole, but it helps a part of the community which is very important.  


Fire fighters don’t always demonstrate the protection of our community through heroic events.  In fact, some of the things that they do are very simple, but nonetheless can save the day.  Every year, the Hardwick Fire Department goes around town and to surrounding farm places to check smoke detectors.  If a smoke detector doesn’t work, they replace it with a new one at no cost to the person.  I’ve personally helped with this activity many times.  I fine it very boring and it seems to take forever.  However, all of the fire fighters do it with a smile on their face and remain polite to the people the whole time.  This yearly activity demonstrates protection of our community because faulty detectors or detectors that don’t work do no good when there is a fire, especially at night.  Fixing or replacing detectors once a year can save many lives and many people don’t realize this.  


There are so many other examples to how my parents help protect the community from putting out simple house fires that could’ve destroyed a family’s living space to helping with a car accident victims.  They are dedicated to what they do and will probably continue to be members of the fire department until they are unable to anymore.  Courage and heroism are two qualities that they help and will continue to help demonstrate to our community without recognition.  For this reason I have come to respect and look up to every fire fighter I have ever met.  
